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would also support him. " Why," said he, " I doubt whether your Tennessee delegates will go for him." " Why do you doubt that? " I asked him—" because," said he, " I am told Mr. Eaton, who is at the head of the delegation, thinks it would be jeoparding General Jackson's election to run Mr. Van Buren with him on the same Ticket." This, I told him, was impossible. I felt confident, I added that Mr. Eaton would support Mr. Van Buren. Upon this he coolly replied, " You had better not be too confident, for I tell you it is extremely doubtful—he will support no one, who, lie thinks, will endanger General Jackson's election." Here our conversation ended and we parted.
If my conversation with Judge Overton occasioned uneasiness, this with Major Barry was still more alarming. The latter was an intimate and confidential friend of Mr. Eaton, and I thought it likely, therefore, that there had been a correspondence between them upon that subject. I well knew if Mr. Eaton and Judge Overton should be opposed to Mr. Van Buren that he could not get the nomination.—They being the personal and confidential friends of General Jackson, would be considered as representing his feelings and wishes in relation to the matter, which would enable them to procure the nomination of almost any person whom they might recommend to the convention. This determined me to write, at once, to Mr. Eaton, who had been absent in Tennessee six or eight months, for the purpose of undeceiving him, if he had been led to believe, from any source, that the President desired the nomination of any other person than Mr. Van Buren, or that he was ever indifferent about his nomination. I assured him, in my letter, that so far from that he would be excessively mortified if he should not be taken up by the convention—indeed, that he would as soon be dropped himself, by his friends. I had no time to take a copy of my letter, and as Mr. Eaton was rather careless with his papers, I desired him to destroy it, as he says in his letter, for fear it might fall into the hands of some person who would make its contents public, and thereby expose both the President and myself. Whether my apprehensions were well or ill founded in relation to Mr. Van Buren, will be seen from the tone of Mr. Eaton's letter. If I had not written to him there is no telling what effects the suggestions of others might have had upon him.
Judge Overton and Major Barry, however, were not the only persons of influence about the person of the President, I conversed witli upon the subject of running Mr. Van Buren for the Vice Presidency. Among others I had soon after his rejection by the Senate, a long and rather an excited conversation with Mr. McLane who alleged that if he were associated with General Jackson it would endanger his success and the safety of the whole party. I remarked to him that I thought it had been unanimously determined by the Members of the Cabinet to take him up in case the Senate should throw him overboard as was anticipated some time before it happened. He said he was not aware of any such understanding—besides, he added, it would have been useless for them to have resolved upon any such course, as there were other persons belonging to the party, over whom they had no control, who would be candidates. "Who are they"? I enquired. "Why, Sir," said he, "Col. Johnson and Judge Wilkins! " I told him I could not believe either would be—the former, I was sure would not, for I had just had a conversation with him in my office, and he assured me that he would not thwart the wishes of the party, if it desired the nomination of Mr. Van Buren. " Well, Sir," said, he, " I can assure you that he holds a different language to me. I understand from him that he will be a candidate." In this, Mr. McLauc was correct, for, long afterwards, Mr. Speaker Stevenson and myself had great difficulty in prevailing on him to authorize his name to be withdrawn. This, however,from the Went and .1 hclieved they to a man would &u for Mr. Van Burm ; arid I had guud reuHon tc» helievc* that those from Virginia as well as New \ ork,
